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The academic paper

The academic paper is the
primary method to share
results and knowledge
about science
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Search: Titles are key
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Expanding your audience

Too Joo Joo Joo T T T To To To Do Do Do

Seminars
University newsletter
Conference poster

Blog post

Social media

Press release

Newspaper story or feature
Funding body

Politicians

Beamtime proposals
University Dean - 30 seconds
Members of the public
Schools
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Who is your audience?

- Name, age, gender, marital status

- Occupation

- Favourite music

- What level of education do they have?

- How well do they know your market/sector?
- How much time and attention do they have?

- What do you want them to do?
- What do they want?




Exercise: What are you thinking?

"Ordinary light bulb with standard base"

Is your light bulb:

A110V or 220V?
ATungstenFluorescent?
AColoure® Frosted?
ABright? Dim?
AWorking? Not working?
ASmashed
ABayonetor screwin?




Exercise: What are you thinking?

52y Q0 (1S FyeuKAy3a 7
Anticipate the questions people may have

What Is your audience thinking?




Where are you? ,. —
Where is your audience? * k. DR
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Expanding your audience

To get your science more widely known, self-promotion is key.

AProfessional and trade magazines
AGeneral interest magazines
AUniversity websites

ABlogs

ANewspapers

AGeneral interest magazines
ARadio

APodcasts

... are always looking for interesting stories




Structure of a science paper

Title

Authors/Institutes |ncreasing
Abstract information
Introduction relevance
Results

Discussion

Conclusion




Structure of a news story

Title
Standfirst
Byline
Facts
Facts
Facts

Other stuff

Background
to story

Most important

Decreasing
information
relevance

Least important




Structure of a news story

Title
Standfirst
Byline

Facts

Even if the story is cut to save space, you
still get all the information!

Most important
information

Decreasing
relevance




Exercise: Inverted pyramid

1. MrHarveydid not say which
drug was suspected of
causing his death. An
autopsy is scheduled to
take place on Thursday.

2. Ramone, whose real name
was Douglas Glenn Colvin,
was found dead on his
couch by his wife when she
returned home on
Wednesday evening.

3. Punk pioneer Dee Dee
Ramone, a founder member
of the Ramones, has been
found dead at his home in
Hollywood aged 50.

"We are handlingitas a
possible accidental
overdose,” coroner's office
operations chief Craig
Harvey said.

The Los Angeles coroner's
office said drug
paraphernalia, including a
single syringe had been
found in his home.




Exercise: Inverted pyramid

Punk pioneer Dee Dee Ramone, "We are handlingit as a
a founder member of the possible accidental
Ramones, has been found overdose," coroner's office
dead at his home in operations chief Craig
Hollywood aged 50. Harvey said.

Ramone, whose real name was Mr Harvey did not say which
Douglas Glenn Colvin, was drug was suspected of
found dead on his couch by causing his death. An
his wife when she returned autopsy is scheduled to
home on Wednesday take place on Thursday.
evening.

The Los Angeles coroner's
office said drug
paraphernalia, including a
single syringe had been 3-2-5-4-1
found in his home.
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Standfirst: Mothers-to-be
can reduce the chances of
their babies developing
food allergies by eating a
diet rich in oily fish and

nuts
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Academics have discoversd that omegs-2 fatty acids - found in fish like
salmon, maderel and tuna, as well a5 walnuts, pumpkin se=ds and
linseeds - prompt the gut to develop in 8 way that boosts the immune




Unit of meaning

Thecombinationof headline and
standfirstis themost important part of
story

They are written together to work as
a selfcontained unit of meaning

YourreaderY A 3K OK22aS (2 O2ydAydz$S NBI F
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Picture captions are also a
single unit of meaning
telling the whole story
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Good headlines/titles are:

- findable - using keywords and plain language

. effective as links

- supported by standfirsts that make good snippets
- descriptive, not clever (no jokes!)

- front-loaded for user interest

- instantly understandable

- readable in a list




Exercise: Headline and standfirst

Write a headline angtandfirstfor your research:
wHeadline (10 words maximum)

wStandfirst(25 words maximum)




How people read...

. scan-read

- look for information cues

. focus on tasks

- Impatient

- move forwards - and keep moving
. are cautious, then conservative

. create their own path




How people read...

“We act as though people are going to
pore over each page...

...the reality is much closer to a
billboard going by at 60 miles an
hour...”

Steve Krug, Don’t make Me think




On writing

“ didn't have time to write a short
letter, so | wrote a long one instead.”

- Mark Twain




George Orwell - 6 rules of writing

wNever use a metaphor, simile, or other figure of speech that
you are used to seeing in print.

wNever use a long word where a short one will do.

wlf it is possible to cut a word out, always cut it out.

wNever use the passive voice when you can use the active

wNever use a foreign phrase, a scientific word, or a jargon word
if you can think of an everyday equivalent.

wBreak any of these rules sooner than say anything outright

barbarous!




Use fewer words

APrior to

AAt this point in time

AThe reason for this is because
ADue to the fact that

Alt is important to bear in mind that
AA pair of twins

AOrange in colour

ASurrounded on all sides

AClose proximity

Abefore

Anow

AThe reason is
Abecause
ANote that
ATwins
AOrange

A
A



