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"Ordinary light bulb with standard base"

Å110V or 220V? 
ÅTungsten?Fluorescent?
ÅColoured? Frosted?
ÅBright? Dim?
ÅWorking? Not working?
ÅSmashed? 
ÅBayonetor screw-in? 

Is your light bulb:



5ƻƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƎǊŀƴǘŜŘ

Anticipate the questions people may have

What is your audience thinking?
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Your readerƳƛƎƘǘ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎΧΦ 

The combination of headline and 
standfirst is the most important part of 
story 

They are written together to work as

a self-contained unit of meaning







Write a headline and standfirstfor your research:

ωHeadline (10 words maximum)

ωStandfirst(25 words maximum) 









ωNever use a metaphor, simile, or other figure of speech that 

you are used to seeing in print.

ωNever use a long word where a short one will do.

ωIf it is possible to cut a word out, always cut it out.

ωNever use the passive voice when you can use the active

ωNever use a foreign phrase, a scientific word, or a jargon word 

if you can think of an everyday equivalent.

ωBreak any of these rules sooner than say anything outright 

barbarous!
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